
 

 

ADMISSIONS POLICY 

1) General Admissions Principles 
The School supports the principle of equal opportunities and opposes discrimination on the basis of age, sex, 
marriage and civil partnership, gender reassignment, race, disability, sexual orientation, religion or belief, or any 
other protected characteristic. In light of this, we treat all applications equally. 

Christ College is a selective, co-educational day and boarding school. The school accepts pupils from aged 5 
taking them through Key Stage 1 ,  2 and 3 before preparing them for GCSEs in the first instance, 
and subsequently, subject to the acquisition of at least 6 9-4 grades at GCSE, for A levels. 

We welcome pupils at any stage into St Nicholas House. Most pupils subsequently enter the school at 11+ 
(Year 7), 13+ (Year 9) and 16+ (Year 12) but pupils are welcome to apply for a place in years 8 & 10. We 
also accept short-stay pupils into year 11. In exceptional circumstances, a pupil can join into year 13. 
Pupils usually join the appropriate year group for their chronological age, however pupils can join either 
the year above or below depending upon specific individual needs and circumstances. 

Prior to entry, all parents considering the school are encouraged to visit. Such a visit typically involves a tour of 
the school with a senior pupil and meetings with the Head and a Houseparent. Prospective pupils themselves 
are also encouraged to spend a day at the school, with or without an overnight stay, to experience the 
atmosphere and routine at first hand. Many families visit on several occasions before a pupil joins the school: 
this is welcomed. 

2) St Nicholas House 

In St Nicholas House there are no formal entry tests. Pupils wishing to enter into year 1 and 2 are invited to 
spend a shadow day with us. Pupils wishing to join years 3 -6 are asked to attend a shadow day and complete 
some screening assessments, in order to identify any additional support they may need.  
 3) Senior School 
From year 7-10, for UK based pupils entry is based on satisfactory performance in tests in English and 
Mathematics, a school reference or report and an interview with the Head and the Deputy head Academic. 
Where possible pupils may also sit a non-verbal reasoning test. In year 12, pupils need to achieve 6 GCSEs 
grade 9-4 with at least a 6 in the subject chosen for A-level. If they choose to study a BTEC grade 4-5 are 
acceptable. 
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4) International Students 
For International applicants, entry to year 7-11, pupils are required to sit entrance tests in English and Maths 
as well as providing a school report. An online or in person meeting with the Head is also part of the process. 
For international applicants looking for short-stay (1 year or less) then offers are made on the basis of a school 
report and an in person or online interview. 

5) Scholarship and Additional Learning Needs 
Scholarships are awarded on the basis of ability. Details of the scholarship process can be found in the 
scholarship policy. Similarly, details on admissions for pupils with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) are 
covered in the ALN policy. 

6) Bursaries 
Bursaries are available to assist families with limited means. These are awarded on the basis of need. Pupils 
are considered to be in need of bursary support if their circumstances specifically indicate that they would gain 
particular benefit from attending Christ College rather than a maintained local school, and if the family’s 
financial circumstances indicate need. These circumstances must be declared in full on the relevant form, 
available from the Admissions Registrar. The final decisions about bursary support is made by a Concessions 
Committee based upon a recommendation by the Head and the Bursar. This is to ensure consistency and 
fairness. 

Bursaries are reviewed annually, and parents are expected to declare any changes in financial circumstances 
as they arise. 

7) Registration 
Before a pupil can be considered for entry, a Registration Form must be completed and registration fee 
paid. Once a place has been offered and firmly accepted by completion of the Acceptance Form and 
payment of deposit, the place is held for that pupil and contractual obligations apply as detailed in the 
(Acceptance Form) Conditions of Entry. 

8) Types of Places Available 
The school offers the following types of place: full boarding, weekly & flexi boarding and day and extended 
day. This may have a bearing on the house that they will be allocated. 

9) Agents 
The school will consider applications from Overseas Agents on behalf of pupils. Overseas Agents 
recommending pupils to the school are made aware of the entry procedures. 

10) Decision for Entry 
In all matters relating to admissions to Christ College the Head’s decision is final. The school’s complaints 
procedure is designed for the use by current parents and therefore is not available for use by prospective 
parents. 

11) Data Protection 
Applicants’ details will be held on file with due regard to data protection legislation and the School’s Privacy 
Notice and Ad007 Records Retention Policy. 

The School will not hold the personal data of you or your child for longer than is necessary for a lawful 

purpose. This will generally be no more than 6 months following an unsuccessful application, but reasons to 

retain for longer might include: e.g. if the parents express an interest in the candidate re-applying for any 

reason at a later date, or in the potential candidacy of another sibling; or to deal with any ongoing matters or 

queries arising from the application 
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