LOWER SIXTH OPTIONS
2022- 24

INTRODUCTION FROM THE HEAD
The Sixth Form is an enormously exciting stage of the educational
journey and involves a very large measure of freedom and choice.
New opportunities open up socially, individuals specialise and
excel in specific areas of sport, cultural activities and outdoor
pursuits and there is the chance to lead younger pupils and share
their passions and interests. There are also exciting opportunities
to travel and to broaden horizons, both virtual and real.
All of this is designed to prepare pupils for life after school, ensuring
that they are well qualified, but also equipped with the character and
personal skills such as resilience, open-mindedness and flexibility, to
enable them not just to survive but to thrive in a rapidly-changing
world.
At the core of a Sixth Former’s programme will be their A Level choices,
and this booklets designed to support them in making these choices
wisely and well. We devote a good deal of time and resource to
assisting pupils with these decisions, as a wrong move at this stage can
close doors later, whereas a well-chosen programme playing to an
individual’s strengths, interests and future ambitions can provide a
springboard to future success.
The last three years has been a period of change in terms of the design
and specification of A Levels and as a school we have developed
expertise in what is required of the new linear A levels so we so are in a
position to steer pupils through the process of option choices safely.
Christ College is following the A level specifications on offer in England,
so that our Sixth Formers’ qualifications will be comparable with the
large majority of those applying to universities and jobs in their age
group.
Please do contact the Deputy Head (Academic), Mr Bush or any head
of faculty if you have additional questions.
Mr G D Pearson B.Eng
Head of Christ College Brecon
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LOWER SIXTH
SUBJECT CHOICES
2022-24

At Christ College, pupils select 4 subjects at
the start of the lower sixth. The usual
pattern will be to drop one subject at the
end of year 12 and gain an AS level
accreditation. The 4th subject can be the
Extended Project Qualification.

The opportunity to
take control of their
sixth form programme
is an exciting
Mr H. Mackridge Deputy Head (Academic)
opportunity for all
pupils. At Christ College
we offer a wide variety of courses that
can be studied in many different
combinations in a traditional yet also
modern sixth form setting.

Despite these structural changes, A level
remains what it always has been: an
opportunity for pupils to pursue their
interests and enthusiasms and to develop
the intellectual confidence and academic
skills to progress to the next stage of their
education.
In making their choices pupils should always
bear in mind the following.

A levels have undergone a complete
overhaul in recent years as the examination
boards in England have moved from a
unitised model to a linear structure where
all examinations are sat at the end of two
years. Independent schools in Wales have
the option of following courses offered by
all four examination boards so we can be
flexible and offer the courses that best suit
our candidates. For 2022-4 Biology, Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics will follow the
WJEC modular A level course with AS results
contributing to the final A level grade.
BTECs have a similar modular structure but
all other A levels are linear.

Enjoyment
An A level course involves nearly five hours a
week of direct teaching and the expectation
of a similar amount of time in private study
so enjoyment is an important factor.

Attainment
A levels are a step up from GCSE and pupils
should be cautious about choosing a
subject they haven’t done well at previously.
There are also new subjects on offer in the
sixth form and performance in subjects
requiring similar skills at GCSE should help
pupils decide whether these are viable
choices.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR PUPILS STARTING A LEVELS IN 2022?
• Pupils will choose four A level subjects or a combination of A level,
BTEC and the EPQ
• Pupils study 3 or 4 subjects in the upper sixth
• The grading of A level remains the same including the A* grade
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on viable demand. Three lessons of EAL are
offered to pupils who require the IELTS
examination.

Pupils should ideally have at least a level 6
(grade B) in GCSE in the subjects they take
at A level. In Mathematics and Sciences we
strongly recommend that pupils have level 8
(A*) or 9 (A**) in order to start these
courses. However, these are only broad
guidelines and we are always sensitive to
individual circumstances. The standard
qualification for entry to the sixth form is
level 5 (grade C) or better in six or more
GCSE subjects.

BTEC Options
In 2019 we also introduced the National
Extended Certificate Level 3 BTEC award in
Performing Arts, Sport and Information
Technology. These very popular
qualifications are the same size as an A level
and carry the equivalent UCAS points as A
levels. Modular in structure, the BTEC
involves lots of choice and practical
assessment and do not require students to
have studied the subject at GCSE.

Careers
Certain career paths require specific subjects
to be studied at A level whereas other
routes do not. Engineers should study at
least Maths and Physics; aspiring medics
must take Chemistry and Art is a preferred
subject for Architecture for example. Please
do ask if you need advice on the career
implications of your choices.

Curriculum for Life - our 2nd Curriculum
Curriculum for Life gives our pupils the
opportunity to get ready for the next step in
their journey through life.
Weekly seminars educate our pupils in
Financial Literacy, Politics, Philosophy and
Wellbeing. They are given the wherewithal
to navigate the UCAS system, to choose the
right course at University, to cook and look
after themselves and to contribute
successfully to society as an adult.

The Extended Project can be studied with
any combination of subjects. The provisional
blocks for 2022 are given below. Pupils
choose four subjects but not more than one
subject can be chosen in each block. Please
note that all subjects are offered dependent

Draft option blocks for 2022 - 2024
A

B

C

D

E

Mathematics

English

Art

Mathematics

Chemistry

History

Further Maths

Physics

Psychology

History

Spanish

Chemistry

Geography

Photography

Biology

Geography

Economics

IT

French

Performing Arts

Biology

Sport

Religious Studies

Business

(Photography)
The Extended Project Qualification can be done with any combination of subjects
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ART & DESIGN | FINE ART
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
Teacher: Mrs D Houghton

Overview
• Pupils will sit an externally set exam. This
constitutes 40% of their overall grade.
Papers are released in early February and
pupils produce preparation work before
sitting a 15 hour exam.

Fine Art allows for a broad approach where
pupils can explore one or more areas,
including drawing, painting, sculpture,
printmaking , textiles and photography. They
will experiment and develop ideas and
concepts into final outcomes. The course
focuses on work that allows for exploration,
acquisition of skills and which encourages
independent thinking and imagination. Pupils
will have opportunities to participate in
workshops with outside artists and will go on
local and residential gallery visits. Pupils have
access to a wide range of facilities, including
the specialist photography and sculpture
studios. They have their own designated
workspace for the duration of the course.
Pupils who have studied Fine Art go on to
study subjects at University such as Fine Art,
Illustration, Sculpture, Graphic Design,
Photography, Film, Photo journalism, Product
design, Marketing, Media, Architecture,
Engineering, Interior design and Art therapy.
The subject is valued by universities.

AS Level
The first term of the AS course provides a
foundation of skills and techniques working
from a series of themes such as still life,
portraiture and landscape.
• The AS is graded 100% based on the
external examination. The paper is
released in January. Pupils produce
preparation work and then a final
outcome in a 10 hour exam.
This A level would suit pupils who:
• are interested in developing their skills in
Fine Art
• are motivated and work well
independently
• enjoy problem solving and thinking
creatively
• want to follow a creative careers pathway.

A level
• Pupils produce a personal Investigation,
which consists of a portfolio of practical
work showing a personal response to a
given theme. In addition they will produce
a written study of a minimum of 1000
words on a related subject. This
constitutes 60% of their A level marks.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170210specification-accredited-a-level-gce-art-and-d
esign-h600-h606.pdf
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BIOLOGY
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC
Subject Leader: Dr M Cummins | Head of Science: Miss S E Jones

Overview
The WJEC A level in Biology covers a wide
range of topics exploring life in its many
forms. These include the internal workings of
organisms, their interdependence in
ecosystems, and the interactions between
humans and the natural world. The course
helps to encourage an appreciation of the
living world and a better understanding of
our role within it.

department and contain significant practical
elements. Many students also opt to enter
the prestigious British Biology Olympiad
competition, pitting their knowledge against
others across the country for the chance to
represent the UK in the International
Olympiad competition. We will typically run a
field trip to allow for a real-life study of an
ecosystem.

The course is designed to develop an
awareness that different perceptions,
predictions and interpretations may be
applied according to context. Learners will
use the scientific method to increase both
their knowledge and their critical thinking
with regards to evidence. They will develop
competence and confidence in a variety of
practical, mathematical and problem-solving
skills as well as considering how society
makes decisions about biological issues and
how biology contributes to the success of the
economy and society.

Subject Content
A/S Unit 1 Basic Biochemistry and cell
organisation.
This includes the structure and function of
key biochemicals (such as proteins, lipids and
nucleotides), cell structures and cycling,
enzymes and the nature of DNA.
A/S Unit 2 Biodiversity and physiology of body
systems.
Including classification of organisms and
anatomical adaptations for transport of
essential gases and nutrients.

The Biology A level is a steppingstone to a
wealth of career opportunities including
working in the medical professions, marine
biology, pharmacology, zoology and
biotechnology industries.

A2 Unit 3 Energy, Homeostasis and the
environment.
This will cover aspects of photosynthesis,
respiration, excretion and microbiology. It will
also examine the interactions within
ecosystems including the impacts of human
activity.

Pupils will receive 7 lessons per week, taught
by two specialist teachers. There are also
sessions available after lessons for additional
support. Accredited course textbooks and
revision material will be provided. Lessons are
taught within a modern, fully resourced
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A2 Unit 4 Variation and inheritance.
The content of this unit includes the
inheritance of characteristics through
generations, the ways in which life evolves,
the mechanisms of plant and animal
reproduction and applications of genetic
technologies.

For students that continue into the full A
level course, each A/S paper contributes 20%
to their final grade. They will sit three
additional papers at the end of the second
year. Two written papers of 2 hours each,
with 90 marks available, contribute 25%
each to the final grade. These have the same
structure as the A/S papers. A practical
examination of 50 marks contributes the final
10%. This is a combination of an
experimental task that the students will
perform and a practical analysis task.

Examination
Students will sit two papers at the end of the
first year of study. Each is 90 minutes in
length and has 80 marks available. They will
contain a mixture of short and longer
structured questions with a single extended
response question in each paper. Each paper
contributes 50% to the overall grade for the
A/S level.
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BUSINESS
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
Teachers: Mr R J Thompson & Mrs C King

Overview
Learners will gain an understanding of the
important role played by small businesses in
the economy and the opportunities that exist
for entrepreneurs, as well as the importance
of established business and not-for-profit
organisations in providing goods and services.
Learners will apply a number of analytical
techniques, including decision-making
models, investment appraisal tools and ratio
analysis, to investigate business opportunities
and problems to determine business strategy
in a range of contexts. Learners will be
expected to use a range of numerical skills
and make justifiable decisions using both
quantitative and qualitative methods applied
in the context of A Level Business.

The subject content enables learners to
investigate different types and sizes of
organisations in various business sectors and
environments, drawing on local, national and
global contexts. Learners will develop a
holistic understanding of business
management and enterprise and be aware of
the opportunities and threats of operating in
a global marketplace.
Learners will be expected to be familiar with
current issues in business and be able to
investigate, analyse and evaluate (this is
predominantly an ‘essay subject’ – candidates
will be assessed on their ability to present
coherent analysis and argument)
contemporary business opportunities and
problems in a wide range of contexts, whilst
recognising how businesses adapt to operate
in a dynamic business environment.
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Questions will be drawn from Themes 2 and
3, and from local, national and global
contexts.

Is this the right subject for me?
What do I need to know, or be able to do,
before taking this course?
It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied
business before. You might have an interest
in business management. You might want to
investigate some of the firms you hear about,
use yourself or hear about in the news.

Paper 3 will assess content across all four
themes. Questions will be drawn from local,
national and global contexts.
Each paper contains two data response
questions broken down into a number of
parts, one of which will be an extended
open-response question.

What will I learn?
In Theme 1 and Theme 2 you will be
introduced to meeting customer needs, the
market, marketing mix and strategy,
managing people, entrepreneurs and leaders,
raising finance, financial planning, managing
finance, resource management and external
influences.

What can I do after I’ve completed the course?
Learners will develop transferable skills that
support higher education study and the
transition to employment, including
numeracy, communication, an understanding
of the business environment and commercial
awareness.

In Theme 3 and Theme 4 business objectives
and strategy, business growth, decisionmaking techniques, influences on business
decisions, assessing competitiveness,
managing change, globalisation, global
markets and business expansion, global
marketing and global industries and
companies (multinational corporations).

Learners can progress from this qualification
to:
• higher education courses such as (but in
no way limited to) business management,
business administration, accountancy and
finance, human resource management,
marketing, retail management, tourism
management and international business.

How will I be assessed at A level?
Paper 1 will assess marketing, people and
global businesses. Questions will be drawn
from Themes 1 and 4, and from local,
national and global contexts.

• a wide range of careers such as (but in no
way limited to) banking, sales, product
management and general management to
working in public sector organisations or
charities.

Paper 2 will assess business finance and
operations, business decisions and strategy.
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CHEMISTRY
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC
Subject Leader: Mr G D Phillips

Overview
Chemistry is the study of the nature,
composition and properties of matter.
Chemists are responsible for the development
and production of so many of the materials
we take for granted in our everyday lives.
Society is facing many challenges: energy
consumption, food and water supply, global
warming, vaccine research and antibiotic
resistance; chemists will play an essential role
in solving these through research and
collaboration.

Chemistry opens doors to a wide range of
careers, including Medicine, Law, Veterinary
Science, Engineering and many, many more.
The transferrable skills developed through
chemical study are highly valued by
employers.
Practical work is intrinsic to the subject and
experimental competencies will be promoted
throughout the course, with an investigative
and analytic approach employed wherever
possible.

The scientific community is making incredible
leaps forward developing techniques and
materials that a few years ago would have
sounded like science fiction. There has never
been a more exciting time to study this
intriguing science.

Assessment
AS Examinations take place at the end of Year
12 with A Level Examinations taking place at
the end of Year 13. A breakdown of the
topics covered is shown in the following
table (% weightings in the below are
expressed in terms of the full A level
qualification - please see table opposite):

The WJEC A Level course encourages learners
to develop confidence in the subject and see
its relevance to everyday life. Students are
timetabled with 7 lessons per week, with
opportunities to gain further support
through additional consolidation sessions.
The content is split between two experienced
teachers who apply a variety of teaching
styles and experiences to develop essential
knowledge and understanding. They will
both work with students closely to develop
revision strategies, practical skills, analytic
methods and examination technique. Links to
possible careers are highlighted throughout
the course and students can expect guidance
and specific support when preparing for
interviews and future study. A qualification in

AS Chemistry
Content follows on from GCSE, aiming to
further enhance candidates’ enthusiasm for
the subject. The course begins by developing
a more comprehensive model of the atom’s
structure, and then zooms out to consider
the bonding and attractions holding the
substances around us together. Chemical
reactions are studied by looking at trends in
the fascinating reactions of the group 2 and
7 elements. Alongside this, analytical skills
are developed through calculations involving
the mole and energy. Organic chemistry also
forms a large portion of the course, and
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UNIT

TITLE

TIMING (MARKS)

%

AS Unit 1

The Language of Chemistry, Structure
of Matter and Simple Reactions

1hr 30 (80 marks)

20

AS Unit 2

Energy, Rate and Chemistry
of Carbon Compounds

1hr 30 (80 marks)

20

A2 Unit 3

Physical and Inorganic Chemistry

1hr 45 (80 marks)

25

A2 Unit 4

Organic Chemistry and Analysis

1hr 45 (80 marks)

25

A2 Unit 5

Practical

Experimental task (30 marks)
Practical Methods and
Analysis task (30 marks)
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topic - and the ability to solve multi-step
problems, which is important in the acidity
topic.

provides many opportunities to develop and
showcase problem solving abilities in a
variety of biological and technological
contexts.

Organic chemistry remains a key area and
cross-science links become increasingly
important, for instance in the study of
protein structure. The structure
determination topic is particularly interesting
and involves learning about the analytical
techniques used by forensic scientists,
astronomers and doping agencies in sport.
An exciting new area in Year 13 is the study
of the transition metals, a diverse group.

Although AS Chemistry content is the same
as the first year of A2, it is no longer a
stepping stone to A2 Chemistry, but a
qualification in its own right. Assessment is
by two equally-weighted written papers at
the end of Year 12.
A2 Chemistry
A2 Chemistry provides students with the
opportunity to build upon what they have
learnt at AS with the aim of developing a
pathway to further study in the sciences or
simply to develop the portfolio of skills that
chemistry students possess and that are
highly coveted by employers in a range of
fields.

Resources
All students will be provided with a wide
range of resources to accompany the course,
including textbooks and continually updated
software. Extra-curricular activities, including
the RSC Chemistry Olympiad, underpin the
course, aimed and developing knowledge
and fostering independence and resilience.

These include an ability to use both
numerical and theoretical approaches to
solve a single problem - as in the equilibrium
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BTEC INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON
Teacher: Mrs A Golding

At Christ College Brecon we deliver an
exciting, modern course in Information
Technology.

• Same standard as A Levels – BTEC
Nationals are the same standard as A
Levels and are worth UCAS points if
you’re applying to university.

The BTEC course provides hands-on learning
experiences to develop practical knowledge
and technical skills, develop independent
research and study skills, develop project
management skills and develop the
transferable and high-order skills so highly
regarded by HE and employers.
The course fits comfortably with any
combination of subjects. You will find that
there are cross curricular links with
Humanities, Business, Creative Arts and the
Sciences.
Who is BTEC for?

• The BTEC qualification that we offer is
equivalent in the number of hours of
learning to an A level course. That is 360
hours.
Previous pupils’ comments
“The course has loads of links with Business
and helps me to see the practical
implementation of things we have learnt
in Business.”
“I have been able to enjoy the course
because the way we work is less stressful
than my other subjects. I have learnt
practical skills that I have applied in Physics
and Maths.”

BTEC IT is designed for learners who are
interested in an introduction to the study of
creating IT systems to manage and share
information, alongside other fields of study,
“I am on target to get a Distinction+ which
with a view to progressing to a wide range of has helped me make applications for really
higher education courses, not necessarily in IT. good universities.”
Why Study BTEC IT?
• Learn-by-doing – Develop the knowledge
and skills you’ll need to take the next step
towards your career, whether that’s
higher education, an apprenticeship, or
employment.

“The way it is assessed is more manageable.
I have no regrets about choosing IT over
Maths. You can use things that you learn
in everyday life.”
“The practical work in the course really suits
my way of learning.”

• Recognition by employers and higher
education – More universities and
businesses than ever before are choosing
BTEC-qualified candidates.
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Course summary

Unit 2 Creating Systems to Manage Information
5 hour practical exam
Information is an important commodity that
must be managed effectively in order to
ensure successful operation of a business and
the delivery of a business's objectives. In
order to produce information to support
many business processes as well as our social
lives, relational databases are widely used to
manage and process data. From the smallest
in-house systems to stock control systems for
large online retailers, databases are
repositories of information that are a
significant part of organisational operating
requirements.

We offer the Pearson BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate in Information Technology
qualification.
The course comprises 4 units of study
Three mandatory units:
1. Information Technology Systems
(120 hours)
2. Creating Systems to Manage Information
(90)
3. Using Social Media in Business (90)
A choice of one of the following two units:
4. Data modelling (60)
5. Website development (60)

You will design, create, test and evaluate a
system to manage information in a business.

Assessment
Unit 1: External 2 hour written exam
Unit 2: 5 hour (over two days) exam on the
computer

Unit 3 Using Social Media in Business
Internal assessment
All businesses in the 21st century can make
use of a highly successful and powerful tool
to promote their businesses and increase
revenue. You will explore how businesses use
social media to manage their brand, support
customers and promote their services and
products. You will then create a social media
campaign for a specific business.

All of the other units are internally assessed.
The assessment will involve completing
practical tasks.
Unit Descriptions
Unit 1 Information Technology Systems
2 hour written paper
IT systems are all around us and so it makes
sense to be have a better understanding of
them. This course allows you to study the
role of IT systems and their implications for
personal and professional situations. You will
engage in discussions and investigations of
how IT is used in the real world.

Unit 5 Data Modelling
Internal assessment
As an individual you need to be able to make
good decisions and these decisions may be
based on some analysis of data. While most
businesses gather vast quantities of data on a
regular basis which they can then analyse to
help with decision making and problem
solving. You will investigate the fundamentals
of problem-solving and then design and
implement a data model to meet a client's
requirements.
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BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL
EXTENDED CERTIFICATE
IN PERFORMING ARTS
EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON
Teacher: Mrs L Richards

Overview

performing in groups for scripted and
devised assessments, so group work and
team-building skills will be a large part of the
course.

Equivalent to 1 A Level, this qualification
provides learners with the opportunity to
develop all-round performance skills,
showcasing their skills through practical
assessments. The course provides the
opportunity to develop transferable skills
such as self-confidence, self-presentation,
personal discipline, time management and
organisational skills, which are highly
regarded by higher education and employers.

The course is taught over 7 periods a week
with the following breakdown:
Year 12
Unit 1 Investigating Practitioners’ Work
(90 GLH)
External Assessment (60 marks)
In this unit, pupils will develop skills that
allow them to investigate the work of
influential performing arts practitioners
developing critical analysis skills and
contextual understanding of how
practitioners communicate themes in their
work.

The course is designed to help pupils develop
their communication skills through
presenting and performing their artistic ideas
to an audience. Pupils have the opportunity
to enhance their collaboration skills with a
focus on self-management, teamwork and
participation in group performances which
develops collaborative skills and confidence
building.

Assessment:
Part A: Pupils have four weeks prior to the
supervised assessment period to
carry out investigation and critical
analysis in response to Part A.
Part B: Completed in three hours on a date
timetabled by Pearson.

There is a written aspect to the course where
pupils will work independently,
communicating their practical development
through reflective logs and demonstrating
their knowledge and understanding of
practitioners, plays and styles studied over
the course through research assignments.
The focus of the course is however on
workshops where pupils have the
opportunity to work hands on with
professionals within the performing arts
sector, refining their performance skills for
their practical assessments. Pupils will
develop work alongside others when

Unit 2 Developing Skills and Techniques for
Live Performance (90GLH)
Internally Assessment
Pupils will explore technical performance
skills with a focus on developing skills and
techniques in at least two performance styles.
This unit serves as an induction into the
performing arts where pupils will develop the
appropriate skills and techniques in one or
14

Assessment:
Activity 1:
A report or presentation that
demonstrates knowledge and
understanding of acting styles
and techniques with reference
to key features and examples of
processes and practices in
theatre performance.
Activity 2:
Recordings and records of
practical exploration and
development work, including
workshops and rehearsals.
Activity 3:
A recorded performance that
demonstrates the development
and application of acting styles
and techniques for a
performance.
Activity 4:
Performance log that reviews
and evaluates the development
and application of acting styles
and techniques for a
performance, which will
support their development as
an actor.

more of the performance disciplines of acting,
dance, musical theatre, physical theatre and
variety/popular entertainment.
Assessment:
Activity 1:
A report or presentation
demonstrating knowledge and
understanding of the roles and
skills of a performer.
Activity 2:
Practical exploration and
development workshops.
Activity 3:
A recorded performance
demonstrating skills and
techniques developed during
practical exercises and
workshops.
Activity 4:
A performance log that reviews
and evaluates the development
of skills and techniques for a
live performance.
Year 13
Unit 3 Group Performance Workshop (120GLH)
External Assessment (60 marks)
Pupils will explore and integrate creative,
physical and vocal skills and techniques,
working collaboratively to create a
performance in response to a given stimulus.
Pupils will be provided with the set task
booklet in January in order to prepare for the
development and completion of the group
performance and their digital process log.

BTEC Performing Arts is taught in a state of
the art, purpose-built drama studio and the
Neuadd auditorium. There is always space to
be found for those pupils wishing to work on
performances outside of lessons.
Performing Arts fits in well with those who
study LAMDA Speech and Drama as well as
those who study a musical instrument with
performance skills developed on the course.

Assessment:
Activity 1:
Digital process log
Activity 2:
Group Performance Workshop

BTEC Performing Arts ties in well with several
other subjects including English, History, Art
and Music.
This course would suit candidates who are:
• keen performers
• looking to build confidence
• looking for a subject that can have a
positive impact in many areas of school
life
• interested in Theatre and the Arts
• keen to form their own opinions.

Unit 19 Acting Styles (60GLH)
Internal Assessment
Pupils will develop acting methods by
exploring different acting styles and the
approaches of theatre practitioners. They will
apply techniques to the development,
rehearsal and performance of their practical
work.
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ECONOMICS
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
Teacher: Mr R J Thompson & Mrs C King

Overview

the news – Why do some economies grow
and others don’t? Will the Eurozone survive?
Why didn’t economists predict the Global
Financial Crisis? This course will help you to
understand all this and more.

Economics has become one of the super
powers of the social sciences and has been
growing in popularity nationwide, both at
Advanced and Degree level, for a number of
years. It seeks to examine, explain and
predict the behaviour of individuals,
businesses and governments in seeking to
address real world problems. In this sense it
is very practical as pupils will study the
potential solutions to issues as wide ranging
as the over consumption of alcohol and
issues obesity to problems of unemployment
and the impact of globalisation on both the
UK and other economies.

What will I learn?
Economics is about choice and the impact of
our choices on each other. It relates to every
aspect of our lives, from the decisions we
make as individuals or families to the
structures created by governments and firms.
An economic way of thinking can help you
make better choices.
In Theme 1 and Theme 2 you will be
introduced to the nature of economics, how
markets work and why they fail. You will also
consider the role of government and the UK
economy.

Is this the right subject for me?
Economics is the right subject for you if you
enjoy:
• debating economic issues such as
inequality, immigration and how we
should pay for healthcare
• using and interpreting data to analyse
economic problems
• discussing alternative courses of action
• keeping up to date with national and
international trends

In Theme 3 and Theme 4 you will explore
how businesses grow and compete, the
labour market and how the government
intervenes to make markets work better.
You will also explore international trade,
inequality within and between countries,
emerging and developing economies, and
the public finances. You will also have an
opportunity to consider the role and impact
of the financial sector.

What do I need to know, or be able to do,
before taking this course?
It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied
economics before. You might have an
interest in economics and want to know
more about the impact economics has on the
world around you. You might want to
investigate some of the stories you hear in

How will I be assessed at A level?
Paper 1: Short-answer, data response and
essay questions on markets and business
behaviour – this is the content you study in
Theme 1 and Theme 3.
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Paper 2: Short-answer, data response and
essay questions on the national and global
economy – this is the content you study in
Theme 2 and Theme 4.
Paper 3: The questions in the exam – data
response and essay questions – cover
concepts and theory from the whole course.

• Is Amazon too big? If so, what should
government do about it?
• Why has unemployment fallen so far?
Why has unemployment in France or
Spain remained high?
• Who is affected by the £’s fluctuating
value against other world currencies?
• Why do some people in the city earn
multi-million dollar salaries and teachers
make peanuts?
• What will be the impact of China’s
economic slowdown in growth on the
UK?
• The current government have made
reducing the budget deficit a priority…are
they right to do so?
• What will the economic impact of Brexit
be?

What can I do after I’ve completed the course?

Studying economics will help you develop
transferable skills that will prepare you for
studying at university or moving into the
world of work. These include skills in data
interpretation and essay writing. Suitable
higher education courses include economics
degrees or degrees in applied economics
such as environmental economics, labour
economics, public sector economics or
monetary economics. You might choose to
What do A Level Economics students think?
study business economics, econometrics or a
“I think studying economics is essential
business and management degree.
because it helps you understand how the
Economics students can follow a wide range
of careers in industry, commerce, finance and world we live in is structured. Economics
sheds light on how and why resources are
the civil service.
distributed the way they are, how money
works, why things cost what they do, etc.
This A Level would suit candidates who are:
If you are going to exist in this world, it's a
• Interested in current affairs and read the
pretty [good idea] to have at least a basic
papers /listen to the news regularly;
grasp of [this] important discipline!”
• Inquiring – asking questions about the
issues of the day;
“Studying economics in the sixth form
• Numerate and can analyse data (20% of
stretches your mind and forces you to
marks are for quantitative skills);
• Enjoy debate and argument and can write think laterally about a range of interesting
and topical problems.”
logically and coherently, expressing ideas
well on paper.
• We recommend 6/B grades in Maths and “Studying economics in the sixth form will
not only ensure you stay up-to-date with
English
current affairs; you will also develop the
Types of questions we study in economics:
facilities to critically analyse a range of
issues in finance, business and politics.”
• How do we solve the problems of global
warming using economic principles?
• How should we reduce congestion –
higher taxes on petrol or road tolling?
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
Teachers: Mrs J M Hope (HoF), Dr G Evans

Overview

A-Level: The course is divided in to three
components.

English Literature affords pupils the chance
to experience a wide range of poetry, prose
and drama and to explore the texts in small
teaching groups, where everyone has a
chance to give an opinion. As a subject
which emphasizes creativity, disciplined
thought and communication, together with
the ability to synthesize and contextualize
ideas, English Literature is excellent
preparation for university and is also
welcomed as a qualification for a variety of
careers. Pupils who have studied English at
A-Level have gone on to study Literature at
University but also courses as diverse as
Medicine, History, Religious Studies and
Economics. The subject is highly regarded by
universities and employers.

Component 1:

Component 2:

Component 3:
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Shakespeare and Drama
and Poetry pre-1900
Written paper worth 40%,
closed text, 2hrs 30mins
Close reading of a chosen
topic area and
Comparative and
Contextual study from
chosen topic area.
Written paper worth 40%,
closed text, 2 hrs 30 mins
Close reading or recreative writing with
commentary and
a comparative essay.
Combined length of 3000
words.
Coursework assessment
worth 20%.

AS Level: The course is divided in to three
components.
Component 1:
Shakespeare and Poetry
pre-1900
Written paper worth 50%,
closed text 1 hour 30 mins
Component 2:
Drama and Prose post
1900
Written paper worth 50%,
closed text I hour and 45
mins

This A-level would suit candidates who are:
• Interested in reading a wide variety of
literature from past and present and in
reading beyond the content of the course;
• enjoy expressing their opinions and
justifying their ideas on texts;
• enjoy engaging in discussion and sharing
their opinions with others as well as
exploring their responses in detail on
paper;
• enjoy studying a subject which is relevant
to their own lives and experiences; and
wish to think independently.
English Literature
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-anda-level/english-literature-h072-h472-from-20
15/
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GEOGRAPHY
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA http://www.aqa.org
Teachers: Mr B J Goodrich, Head of Department; Mr L J Hughes

Overview

• Glacial systems and landscapes (36 marks)
- Glaciers as natural systems
- The nature and distribution of cold
climates
- Systems and processes
- Glaciated landscape development
- Human impacts on cold environments
- Quantitative and qualitative skills
- Case studies: Local scale and a contrasting
landscape

Geography is the study of places and the
relationships between people and their
environments. Geographers explore both the
physical properties of Earth’s surface and the
human societies spread across it. They also
examine how human culture interacts with
the natural environment and the way that
locations and places can have an impact on
people. The course aims to encourage in our
students a sense of curiosity, exploration and
delight in the complex world in which they
live. Geography occupies a special place as a
bridge between the arts and sciences helping
our students to draw upon diverse skills.

• Hazards (48 marks)
- The concept of hazard in a geographical
context
- Plate tectonics
- Volcanic and seismic hazards
- Tropical storm hazards
- Fires in nature
- Case studies: Multi-hazard zones and local
scale

How is the course structured
The A Level course is split into three
components as outlined below. While
physical and human topics are taught and
examined discretely, the course is synoptic
which means that separate threads of the
subject link together to give an
understanding of the whole.

Component 2: Human Geography (40% Written
exam: 2 hours 30 minutes; 120 marks)
• Changing Places (36 marks)
- The nature and importance of places
- Places: Relationships, connections,
meaning and representation
- Knowing and understanding places
- Quantitative and qualitative skills
- Place studies: Local (Brecon) and
contrasting (Detroit, Michigan, USA)

Component 1: Physical Geography (40%
Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes; 120 marks)
• Water and carbon cycles (36 marks)
- Water and carbon cycles as natural
systems
- Water, carbon, climate and life on Earth
- Quantitative and qualitative skills
- Case studies: Tropical rainforests and river
catchments

• Global Governance and Global Systems
(36 marks)
- Globalisation
- Global systems – economic, political,
social and environmental interdependence
- International trade and access to markets
20

-

Global Governance
The ‘global commons’ – Antarctica as a
global common
Globalisation critique
Quantitative and qualitative skills

• Contemporary Urban Environments
(48 marks)
- Urbanisation and Urban forms
- Social and economic issues associated
with urbanisation
- Urban climate
- Urban drainage
- Urban waste and its disposal
- Other contemporary urban environmental
issues
- Sustainable urban growth
- Case studies: Two contrasting urban areas

elements of the subject including local and
on-site data collection. A four night
residential field trip to the French Alps will
take place in the Summer Term of Year 1.
These experiences will allow students the use
of data collected in a group context from
which to scope their own individual tasks. ICT
is growing in importance in Geography, for
example satellite imagery and digital
mapping, and is used regularly to aid
studying.

Component 3: Fieldwork Investigation
(20%, 3000-4000 words)
The independent investigation must:
- be based on a question or issue defined
and developed by the student individually
to address aims, questions and/or
hypotheses relating to any part of the
specification content
- incorporate field data and/or evidence
from field investigations
- draw on the student's own research
and/or secondary data
- require the student to independently
contextualise, analyse and draw
conclusions
- involve presentation and analysis of data
and findings, and extended writing.

This A level would suit candidates who:
• Want to study a subject that focuses on
21st Century issues such as climate
change and its impacts across the world,
population movements and the rise of
new superpowers.
• Have an interest in and concern for the
environment.
• Are interested in current affairs.
• Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to
their own lives and experiences.
• Want an opportunity to carry out
fieldwork as well as classwork.
• Enjoy travel and finding out about new
people, places, landscapes and events.

Fieldwork
The Geography Department is well-resourced
and takes advantage of the rich geographical
interest in the Brecon area as well as the
opportunity to travel further afield. There will
be a strong element of fieldwork within the
course covering both physical and human
21

HISTORY
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
Teacher: Mr R Francis

Overview

AS-Level

Why study History at AS and A Level?
The History A Level course at Christ College
might have its eyes fixed on the past, but it
enables its Historians to set their sights on a
stronger future.

Component 1D: Breadth Study – 50% of AS
The breadth study involves the study of
significant historical developments over a
period of around 50 years and associated
historical interpretations.

Unlocking a meaningful understanding of the
burning issues in the present has always
required a nuanced and thorough
consideration of the past. Our course
transports students to key moments that
shaped the world today.

Stuart Britain and the Crisis of Monarchy:
Absolutism Challenged, 1603–1649
Taught by Mr. Robin Francis – 1hr 30 mins
examination.
- Monarchs and Parliaments, 1603–1629
- Revolution, 1629–1649

At A-Level, the study of History is more
connected to our interpretations of the past
and involves developing abilities and skills
that enable research, analysis and debate.
Independent work is encouraged and pupils
are expected to be self-disciplined, inquisitive
and ambitious.

Component 2N: Depth Study – 50% of AS
This involves the study in depth of a major
historical change or development and
associated primary evidence.
Revolution and Dictatorship: Russia and the
Soviet Union, 1917 – 1929

A strong work ethic exists between staff and
students creating an environment that is
positive and supportive, within which pupils
can develop intellectually and prosper.

Taught by Mrs Ruth Allen – 1hr 30 mins
examination.
- Dissent and Revolution, 1917
- Bolshevik consolidation, 1918 -1924
- Stalin’s rise to power, 1924 - 1929
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A-Level

Component 3: Historical Investigation –
20% of A-level
A personal study based on the origins of the
Holocaust. Pupils will be mentored by Mr.
Francis and Mrs Allen; independent research
will be supplemented through a trip to
Auschwitz and Krakow (Covid-restrictions
permitting).

Component 1D: Breadth Study –
40% of A-Level
Stuart Britain and the Crisis of Monarchy,
1603-1702
2hr 30 mins examination
AS-Level content plus the following:
Part two: Monarchy restored and restrained:
Britain, 1649–1702
- From Republic to restored and limited
monarchy, 1649–1678
- The establishment of constitutional
monarchy, 1678–1702

What value might a History A Level lend?
It is no surprise that a vast array of
professions place History students at the top
of the short list. We live in an age where
there is more written information than ever
before, and yet the ability to make critical
sense of it remains rare. Employer after
employer cries out for leaders capable of
determining what is in front of them, and
judging what should be done next, be it the
legal profession, government, Intelligence,
commerce, or journalism.

Component 2N: Depth Study – 40% of A-Level
Revolution and Dictatorship:
Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917 – 1953
2hr 30 mins examination
AS-Level content plus the following:
Part Two: Stalin’s Rule 1929 – 1953
Economy and Society, 1929 - 1941
Stalinism, politics and control 1929 – 1941
The Great Patriotic War and Stalin’s
Dictatorship, 1941 - 1953
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A & AS LEVEL MATHEMATICS
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC
Teacher: Mr J M Cerda, Mrs Ashdown, Mr Howells & Mr Owen

What is it?

will develop problem-solving skills that are
essential for you to be able to apply
mathematics in higher education, in the
world of work and in everyday life.

These AS and A levels in Mathematics provide
a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile
course of study. They encourage learners to
develop confidence in, and a positive attitude
towards, mathematics and to recognise its
importance in their own lives and in society.
It covers concepts within both pure maths
and applied maths, which covers mechanics
and statistics. Topics include calculus,
trigonometry & algebraic reasoning,
Newton’s laws, kinematics, probability &
binomial distributions, to name a few.

Who is it for?
AS and A level in Mathematics are
demanding courses designed to build upon
knowledge gained in the GCSE in
mathematics. Learners who are looking to
develop a strong mathematical basis for
career pathways such as Computer Science,
Engineering, Economics, Medicine & Sciences
and who have attained a grade 7 (A) or
higher at GCSE should strongly consider
taking this course.

The specifications will provide a firm
mathematical foundation for those who wish
to proceed to further study or to
employment. They will complement other
studies and provide support for those who
are taking AS or A level courses in other
subjects. You will learn how to answer
questions in a variety of contexts, and you

Y 12

Y 13

Assessments
The WJEC A level is a modular course,
providing the option to sit assessment in Y12
and Y13 which contribute to the overall
grade.

ASSESSMENT
DURATION

MARKS

A LEVEL
WEIGHTING

Unit 1: Pure A

2 hours 30 mins

120

25%

Unit 2: Applied A
(Stat. & Mech.)

1 hour 45 mins

80

15%

Unit 3: Pure B

2 hours 30 mins

120

35%

Unit 4: Applied B
(Stat. & Mech.)

1 hour 45 mins

80

25%

If you choose to complete an AS you will complete unit 1 and unit 2. You only complete unit 3
and 4 for a full A level.
24

A & AS LEVEL FURTHER MATHEMATICS
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC

Information here should be
read after A level Mathematics.

Teacher: Mr J M Cerda, Mrs Ashdown & Mr Owen

What is it?

Who is it for?

AS and A level in Further Mathematics are
extensions to the A level in Mathematics in
every regard. Pupils should expect to explore
topics covered in the A level Maths in more
detail and with more algebraic rigor.
Moreover, the further maths A level will
explore new concepts such as complex
numbers, Hooke’s Law & Mann-Whitney and
Wilcoxon signed-rank test to name a few.

AS and A level in Further Mathematics are
very demanding courses intended for pupils
who attained a grade 8 or 9 (A*) at GCSE
and have a passion for the subject. Learners
who are looking to further develop a strong
mathematical basis for career pathways such
as Computer Science, Engineering,
Economics & Physics should consider taking
this course.
Assessments
The WJEC A level is a modular course,
providing the option to sit assessment in Y12
and Y13 which contribute to the overall
grade.

Y 12

Y 13

ASSESSMENT
DURATION

MARKS

A LEVEL
WEIGHTING

Unit 1: Further Pure A

1 hour 30 mins

70

13¹/³%

Unit 2: Further Mechanics A

1 hour 30 mins

70

13¹/³%

Unit 3: Further Statistics A

1 hour 30 mins

70

13¹/³%

Unit 4: Further Pure B

2 hours 30 mins

120

35%

Unit 5: Further Mechanics B

1 hour 45 mins

80

25%

Unit 6: Further Statistics B

1 hour 45 mins

80

25%

If you choose to complete an AS you will complete unit 1, unit 2 and unit 3.
You only complete units 4, 5 and 6 for a full A level.
25
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: IELTS
EXAMINATION BOARD: IELTS
Teacher: Mrs V Devessa

Overview

how to understand implied meanings and
opinions.

The IELTS qualification is a British university
requirement for pupils with English as an
additional language who do not have GCSE
English Language. Year 12 Christ College
overseas pupils follow an IELTS programme
that strengthens their academic and
functional English in an integrated skills
course. This helps them to both prepare for
the Academic IELTS exam towards the end of
year 12 and equip them for their A Level and
university studies.

Writing
The IELTS writing test examines how well a
candidate can commit their ideas to paper.
There are two tasks which require an
appropriate response, organisation of ideas,
and use of a variety of grammar points. For
task 1, pupils learn how to read data and
summarise this effectively. Task 2 requires
pupils to learn effective organisation in essay
writing, to develop a bank of academic
vocabulary and how to approach a variety of
essay tasks.

Which skills will I develop on this course?
There are four sections to the IELTS syllabus,
covering reading, writing, listening and
speaking, giving a comprehensive way of
testing the learner’s English skills. Pupils
develop skills in all these areas within
common topics such as education,
environment, society, family, work, sports and
food.

Speaking
In this section, candidates communicate ideas
and opinions, use appropriate language and
grammar, and express and analyse opinions.
Our pupils develop their ability to respond to
a wide range of questions and topics.

Listening

Examination

This section is designed to test how a pupil
understands spoken English in a range of
settings. The skills developed for success in
the listening section are: following ideas,
themes, opinions and information in
conversations. The test consists of a series of
recordings of conversations between native
English speakers.

IELTS results are reported on a 9-band scale
for each skill with an overall result at a
composite level. They are designed to be
simple and easy to understand. The majority
of our overseas students require an overall
score of between a 6.5 and 7.5 band for
entry to their University of choice depending
on the course they wish to pursue.
Pupils may sit the exam either as a paper
based test or a computer based test. The
tests are the same in content, but the
computer based test take a shorter time to be
processed. If the required band score is not
achieved, pupils have subsequent
opportunities to retest at a later date.

Reading
In the reading section of the IELTS,
candidates read three different texts and
respond to various skills based questions
including how to pick out the main ideas of a
text, how to determine between details, and
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: FRENCH
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS - www.eduqas.co.uk
Teacher: Mrs E McLean

Overview
sessions that run outside and within teaching
time. Pupils are encouraged to speak as
much as possible and by the time they reach
the end of the course, they are confident in
their expression and delivery. Listening skills
come from teacher to pupil contact, from
exposure to native French voices that speak in
many different accents, in review of up to
date video footage and in one to one
conversation. Exam technique is practised
and perfected with the use of excellent
resources, which encourage accuracy and
independence. A Level results in French have
always been very good and many of our
linguists choose to read French at University

A Level French at Christ College is a varied
and interesting course which brings together
the language and culture of France and the
French speaking countries. It combines all 4
skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing with topics such as discrimination
and integration in French society, festivals
and customs and trends of young French
people, to name but a few. The historical
context at A Level is the Occupation of France
in the Second World War which leads into a
relevant literary and film study. Lessons are
taught in French and English and pupils are
encouraged to immerse themselves in the
linguistic and cultural dimensions that are
offered. A GCSE in French is required in order
to study at this level. Trips to Paris and
Montpellier are popular with pupils who
study French A Level as a home stay
experience enables further fluency and
confidence in spoken language and whets
the appetite to want to pursue French at
University and beyond.

Examination
The course is split into 3 components and
examines the key passive skills of listening
and reading as well as the active skills of
writing and speaking.
Component 1 comprises a 2 minute oral
exposé on a chosen topic with a 10 minute Q
and A session to follow. Added to this, the
pupil has to speak about a topic which is
given on the spot but which has been
studied within the specification. Oral
capability counts for 30% of the exam.

Which skills will I develop on this course?
Year 12 and 13 pupils will solidify their
grammatical understanding and enlarge their
appreciation of complex structure through a
robust translation and grammar programme
of study. This runs in tandem with topic
based lessons where content knowledge
grows quickly and the rigidity of GCSE seems
far away. We do not use a permanent
textbook as we teach what is happening in
contemporary France and therefore, subject
content within a broad theme changes with
the news. Oral skills are developed in the oral

Component 2 tests listening, reading and
translation skills in a busy paper which relies
on stimulus material in order to answer. This
Component is worth 50% of the exam.
Component 3 asks the pupil to write 2 essays
on the chosen film and book. It forms 20%
of the overall exam.
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: SPANISH
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS - www.eduqas.co.uk
Teachers: R Devesa, Ms A Doran

Overview

we use a vast array of online, up to date
resources. Exposure to current events through
news programmes, interviews and
documentaries, to name a few, gives students
a much more engaged sense with the
language. Translation from and into Spanish
is practised regularly as are essay writing
techniques for both the literary and filmbased part of the course. Our extensive range
of examination focused resources provides an
excellent means of support for students to
hone their linguistic abilities over the two-year
course. No two lessons are the same in
Spanish and students also learn skills that can
be transferred to other subjects, it naturally
being co-curricular, so all subjects studied can
also be explored through the Spanish
language. Language skills can aid those
pursuing any career, for example in medicine,
science, law, economics, history.

A Level Spanish at Christ College provides an
engaging and exciting opportunity for
students to build on their previous study of
Spanish. Through social, intellectual, historical
and political cultural themes, students will be
able to develop their linguistic knowledge and
cultural understanding of the
countries/communities where the language is
spoken. An opportunity to study literature
and film will allow students to undertake a
deeper analysis of language structures and
increase their cultural awareness as part of an
integrated approach to language learning.
Lessons are taught in Spanish and English and
pupils are encouraged to immerse themselves
in the linguistic and cultural dimensions that
are offered. A GCSE in Spanish is required in
order to study at this level. We organise a very
popular cultural and linguistic trip to the
beautiful, historic town of Salamanca,
combining lessons taught by native Spanish
teachers with cultural trips organised in and
around the city. A home stay experience
allows for a further boost in fluency and
confidence in spoken language.

Examination
As in French, the Spanish A level course is split
into 3 components and examines the key
passive skills of listening and reading as well
as the active skills of writing and speaking.
Component 1 comprises a 2-minute oral
exposé on a chosen topic with a 10-minute Q
and A session to follow. Added to this, the
pupil has to speak about a topic which is
given on the spot but which has been studied
within the specification. Oral capability counts
for 30% of the exam. Component 2 tests
listening, reading and translation skills in a
busy paper which relies on stimulus material
in order to answer. This Component is worth
50% of the exam. Component 3 asks the
pupil to write 2 essays on the chosen film and
book. It forms 20% of the overall exam.

Which skills will I develop on this course?
Spanish A level studies for years 12 and 13
offers a move away from the formulaic
approach of GCSE, allowing students to
explore the cultural, political and social
aspects of life in Spanish speaking countries in
more depth and detail. These themes and sub
themes are researched thoroughly, both in
class and independently. To boost students’
knowledge and accuracy in the four skill areas
of speaking, writing, reading and listening,
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MUSIC
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
Teacher: Mr J Ling (SL)

Overview
Studying Music at A Level helps to build
problem solving, research, planning,
analytical and critical thinking skills, as well as
developing creativity. Music practice and
performing also help to develop discipline,
composure under pressure, time
management, communication, team and
individual working ability. Technical skills are
acquired through using computers,
equipment and software to create and record
music.

The A Level specification is divided into 3
components:
1. Performing (30%) – c. 8 min recital
(prepared in instrumental lessons)
2. Composing (30%) – 2 compositions
(total 6 mins)
3. Appraising (40%) – written examination
(2 hrs)

Music complements a range of commonly
required A-level subjects like Maths, Physics,
English and Biology. Selecting a good mix can
help keep degree choices wide open.
For those wanting to pursue the study of
Music at university, graduates have a wide
range of career options available to them
both inside and outside the industry,
including: performer, teacher, administrator,
songwriter, conductor, composer, recording
engineer, manager, promoter, or music
publisher. There are also more jobs than ever
in music business related areas, such as:
careers in digital marketing, social media, PR,
technology, label services, ticketing and
merchandising. It is also common to find
music graduates in consultancy, finance,
banking, music therapy and legal jobs.
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1. Performing Music
Two performances must be recorded on
the instrument (including voice) being
studied at school or privately. One of
these must be a solo performance and
one must be an ensemble performance,
involving at least one other person. The
total performance time must be at least 8
minutes. The performances are externally
assessed. Most of the preparation for this
component takes place during individual
instrumental lessons with a specialist
teacher.

General information
A Level candidates use MusicFirst web-based
notation software such as Noteflight and
Soundtrap for their composition work and
are also offered chargeable individual lessons
on all standard orchestral instruments, as
well as piano, organ, guitar and voice. It is
expected that all A Level candidates will be
involved in at least one school ensemble (e.g.
choir, orchestra, chamber music group), to
further enhance their musical development.
This course would suit pupils who:
• are able to read music fluently;
• are able to work independently, and enjoy
doing so;
• are Interested in creating and listening to
a wide variety of musical styles;
• are able to play a musical instrument or
sing to ABRSM Grade 5 standard
minimum;
• wish to broaden their experience and
deepen their understanding of live and
recorded music.

2. Composing Music
Two compositions must be produced, one
set to a brief by Edexcel and one either
free composition or also to a brief. One
composition must be a piece totalling at
least 4 minutes in duration and the other
composition, which assesses
compositional technique, must be at least
1 minute in duration. 2 lessons each week
are dedicated to this unit, although much
preparatory work will happen outside of
lessons.
3. Appraising
Candidates sit a written paper lasting 2
hours, with most questions relating to 6
areas of study (Vocal Music; Instrumental
Music; Music for Film; Popular Music &
Jazz; Fusions; New Directions) with 13 set
works studied in total. These questions
test knowledge and understanding of
musical elements and language, as well as
an application of knowledge to unfamiliar
work.
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PHOTOGRAPHY
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR
Teacher: Mr P J Griffiths

Overview
Component 2: Externally set exam
Pupils will sit an externally set exam. This
constitutes 40% of their overall grade. Papers
are released in early February and pupils
produce preparation work before sitting a 15
hour exam.

Photography allows pupils to explore and
experiment with a wide range of techniques
and ideas, including photoshop editing,
darkroom development and camera use.
Pupils produce practical/ contextual and
critical work. They will develop ideas and
concepts into a final outcome. Pupils have
access to a wide range of facilities including
the specialist photography room with a suite
of computers, two fully equipped
photography studios and a darkroom. Pupils
will be provided with a foundation of
photographic skills and techniques, including
editing and photoshop. It is not essential to
have studied Photography at GCSE. People
who have studied Photography at A level
have gone on to study subjects at University
such as Photography, Film, Documentary Film,
Graphics, Journalism, Marketing, Media,
Animation, Fine Art and IT. The subject is
valued by universities.

AS Level
This course has one component.
Component 1: Externally set assignment.
The paper is released in January. Pupils
produce preparation work and then a final
outcome in a 10 hour exam.
This A level would suit pupils who
• are interested in developing their skills in
photography
• are motivated and work well
independently
• enjoy problem solving and thinking
creatively
• Like to experiment and use their
imagination

How is the course structured?
A level
The course is divided into two components

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170210specification-accredited-a-level-gce-art-and-d
esign-h600-h606.pdf

Component 1: Personal investigation.
Pupils produce a portfolio of practical
photographic work showing a personal
response to a given theme. In addition they
will produce a written study of a minimum of
1000 words on a related subject. This
constitutes 60% of their A level marks.
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BTEC SPORT
EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON
Teacher: Mr J Patterson

Overview

How the course is assessed

The BTEC Sport Level 3 National Extended
Certificate enables pupils to learn the theory
behind sport in great detail. It provides pupils
with the opportunity to gain experience for
use in the workplace or as a stepping stone
to higher education. The variety of topics
enable learners to study most areas of sport
and will help them decide which field they
may wish to work towards. The course
involves many practical lessons and
vocational talks from guest speakers and
external trips to professional sporting
institutions.

The course is assessed across 4 units and
through two methods:
Externally Assessed
• Anatomy and Physiology – 33% of total
grade
• Practical Sport – 17% of total grade
Internally assessed
• Professional Development in the Sports
Industry – 17% of total grade
• Fitness Training and Programming for
Health, Sport and Wellbeing – 33% of
total grade.

The course will look at:
• How the muscular and skeletal systems
work together to carry out different
sporting actions.
• How to analyse and improve practical
performance in sport.
• Identifying opportunities for promotion
and specialism for a sporting career.
• How to propose and justify training
methods for a given individual.

Grading is slightly different to traditional A
Level grades. At the end of the course pupils
receive one of the following results:
Distinction *
Distinction
Merit
Pass

equivalent to A Level A*
equivalent to A Level A
equivalent to A Level C
equivalent to A Level E

Pupils begin Year 12 with the Anatomy and
Physiology and Practical Sport units. At the
end of Year 12 there is an external exam in
Anatomy and Physiology worth a total of
33% of the overall grade. This is a 1hour
30minute exam covering 5 different systems
of the body and how they are affected
through sport and physical activity. The
Practical Sport unit is internally assessed
through written assignments.
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As pupils move into year 13, they will begin
with another coursework unit - Professional
Development in the Sports Industry, where
pupils will prepare for applying for jobs and
taking part in interviews. Finally, the course
will come to an end with an externally
assessed unit, looking at designing fitness
training programmes for different individuals.
This will be a 2hour 30minute exam for
which learners will have prepared notes that
can be taken into the exam hall and used to
help construct answers. This assessment will
focus on one individual for whom pupils will
be expected to identify the positives and
negatives of their lifestyle, describing
modifications they would implement to
improve this individuals’ lifestyle.

actively involved in sporting/fitness activities,
taking an interest in fitness training methods
and healthy lifestyles. Pupils will need a
strong work ethic, with the confidence to
carry out independent research and tasks as
well as an enthusiasm to further develop
their knowledge in this area.
What can the course lead to in terms of higher
education and future careers?
The qualification carries UCAS points and is
recognised by higher education providers as
contributing to meeting admission
requirements for many courses if taken
alongside other qualifications as part of a
two-year programme of study. It combines
well with a large number of subjects and
supports entry to higher education courses in
a very wide range of disciplines (depending
on the subjects taken alongside). For learners
who wish to study an aspect of sport in
higher education, opportunities include:

What support and guidance is provided
throughout the course?
Teachers are available to provide
opportunities for catch-up and assignment
support throughout the week. The course is
specifically designed so not to overload pupils
with content to revise for at the end of Year
13. Pupils are given clear guidance and
success criteria to complete written
assignments along with specific deadlines to
help organise themselves.

• BA (Hons) in Sport Studies and Business, if
taken alongside A Levels in Business and
Maths
• BSc (Hons) in Sport Psychology, if taken
alongside an A Level in Psychology
• BSc Physiotherapy, if taken alongside an A
Level in Biology.
• BA (Hons) in Sports Education and Special
and Inclusive Education

What skills will I need and develop in this
course?
There is no requirement to have taken GCSE
PE, however, pupils will be in a strong
position if they have taken this course. Pupils
will require good literacy skills, as assignment
writing is fundamental to success. Pupils will
benefit from having a passion for sport and
knowledge of current issues and
developments in the sporting world. Whilst
there is no practical element on the course,
pupils will be at an advantage if they are

Extended National Certificate
Distinction*= 56 UCAS points equivalent
to A* at A level
Distinction = 48 UCAS points,
equivalent to A grade at A level
Merit = 32 UCAS points, equivalent to A*
at C grade at A level
Pass = 16 UCAS points, equivalent to E
grade at A level
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PHYSICS
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC
Teacher: Mrs L Anderson

Overview
Studying Physics at A-level will provide pupils
with theoretical, investigative and
mathematical skills which are vital for
understanding the world around them, and
also progressing to further study at university.
The WJEC specification covers a range of
topics in significant depth and has frequent
opportunities for exciting experimental work.

The course is split into 5 parts:
AS Unit 1: Motion energy and matter (20%)
A 1 hour and 30 minute paper sat at the end
of year 12
AS Unit 2: Electricity and Light (20%)
A 1 hour and 30 minute paper sat at the end
of year 12

The course at A-level covers a wide range of
topics from the classical: dynamics,
kinematics, electricity, waves, gravitational
and electrostatic fields, to the more cutting
edge topics of: Lasers, photons, cosmology
and astrophysics. This exciting range in
content provides students with the
opportunity to challenge themselves and
stretch their current understanding of how
the world works. Physics is a natural choice
for scientists, engineers, mathematicians and
medics, but also complements further study
in subjects as diverse as music, philosophy
and economics. A-level physics is a highly
demanding and rigorous course, but with
commitment and hard work, it is an
extremely rewarding one.

A2 Unit 3: Oscillations and Nuclei (25%)
A 2 hour and 15 minute paper sat at the end
of year 13
A2 Unit 4: Fields and Options (25%)
A 2 hour paper sat at the end of year 13
A2 Unit 5: Practical examination (10%)
An assessed experimental task and analysis
task sat during Lent term of year 13
The physics A-level with WJEC gives the
opportunity for students to either sit a
standalone AS level, or to progress to a full
A-level in the subject. For those taking the
full A-level option, all 5 of the examinations
listed above will be sat over the course of the
two years.

Pupils will receive 7 lessons per week, shared
between two experienced specialist teachers
who will support them through their time
studying at A-level.

Students will also have the opportunity to
select an “Options” topic for their Unit 4
paper. Making a choice between AC circuits,
medical physics, the physics of sport and the
physics of the environment. This will be
studied in the Lent term of year 13.
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The teachers in the department will ensure
that students are well supported and provide
opportunities for catch up during weekly
activities slots. In addition to this, more able
students will have the exciting opportunity to
attempt the prestigious British Physics
Olympiad challenge, and preparation sessions
for this will be provided by the two specialist
teachers in the department. Opportunities for
experimental work will be frequent, and the
department is well equipped with a range of
up to date and high quality equipment.

All pupils will be provided with course
textbooks and revision material written for
the WJEC specifications which are endorsed
and approved by the exam board.
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PSYCHOLOGY
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
Teacher: Mrs R C Goodrich

Overview
Psychology is the science of human behaviour.
Studying the subject will involve investigating
the mind, something intangible that exists
within our brain: an unseen process of
enzymes, chemicals and electric currents.
You will look at questions like why people
suffer mental illness, or why some people are
considered abnormal for deviating from
social norms.

AS Level Papers
Paper 1 – Introductory Topics in Psychology,
including Social Influence, Memory
and Attachment.
Paper 2 – Psychology in Context, including
Approaches in Psychology,
Psychopathology and Research
Methods.
A Level Papers
Paper 1 – Introductory Topics in Psychology,
including Social Influence, Memory,
Attachment and Psychopathology.
Paper 2 – Psychology in Context, including
Approaches in Psychology,
Biopsychology and Research
Methods.
Paper 3 – Issues and Options in Psychology,
including Issues and Debates in
Psychology, Relationships,
Schizophrenia and Forensic
Psychology.

Psychology is a fascinating science with
cutting edge research that has real world
applications. The course will also help you
develop a wide skill base as it will involve
analytical thinking, problem solving, data
analysis and interpretation, as well as critical
reasoning skills. It provides an excellent
bridge between science and humanities
subjects drawing on skills from both areas so
should complement a wide range of other
subject choices.
Course Structure

This A level would suit candidates who:
• Want to understand more about the way
people think.
• Are interested in a career in any of the
care services, marketing or human
resources.
• Would enjoy the opportunity to carry out
their own psychological research projects.
• Have good literacy and written
communication as the subject requires
extended essay writing.
• Have good numeracy skills as the course
requires a significant amount of data
analysis and interpretation.

The Psychology course is examined through
two 1.5 hour papers at the end of year 1 for
AS candidates or three 2 hour papers at the
end of year 2 for A Level candidates. There
are a range of multiple-choice, short answer
and extended writing questions.
Whether you are studying for the AS or A
Level your first year will cover the same topic
areas.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC - www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-as-a-level
Teacher: Mr S Bevis (SL)

Overview
Fascinating and enlightening, A-level
Religious Studies can be an excellent subject
choice. Not only will you develop a deeper
knowledge and understanding of world
religions, philosophy and ethics but you will
also gain many valuable transferable skills
along the way. The A-level syllabus combines
the in-depth study of the Philosophy of
Religion and Ethics with the study of a major
world religion and the development of
thought within it.

Unit 1: An Introduction to the Study of
Religion
(Written examination: 1 hour 15
minutes, 15% of qualification)
This unit provides learners with the
opportunity to undertake an indepth and broad study of four
fundamental religious themes:
religious figures and sacred texts
(part 1), religious concepts, religious
life and religious practices that shape
religious identity (part 1).

How the course is structured
Unit 2: An Introduction to Religion and Ethics
and the Philosophy of Religion
(Written examination: 1 hour 45
mins 25% of qualification)
Section A: An Introduction to
Religion and Ethics
This section provides learners with
the opportunity to undertake an indepth and broad study of four
fundamental ethical themes: ethical
thought (part 1), Aquinas' Natural
Law, Fletcher's Situation Ethics and
Utilitarianism.
Section B: An Introduction to
Philosophy of Religion
This section provides learners with
the opportunity to undertake an indepth and broad study of four
fundamental philosophical themes:
arguments for the existence of God
– inductive, arguments for the
existence of God – deductive,
challenges to religious belief (part 1)
and religious experience (part 1).

A level Religious Studies are designed to
enable learners to develop their interest in,
and enthusiasm for, a study of religion and its
place in the wider world. In Year 12 pupils
will study two units which include a wide
range of topics for consideration, including
an in-depth and broad study of one of the six
major world religions, religion and ethics and
philosophy of religion. Year 13 allows
learners to study three units and continue
their systematic study of a world religion,
religion and ethics, philosophy of religion or
textual studies.
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What skills will I develop?
• Develop communication skills and learn to
clearly express your views and increase
your self-confidence.
• You will learn how to write logically and
to develop reasoned arguments.
• Religion is always in the news – but is the
information given always reliable? You will
learn to develop your skills to analyse and
evaluate information to make decisions
about the issues and problems that effect
religious believers.

Unit 3: A Study of Religion
(Written examination: 1 hour 30
mins 20% of qualification)
This unit provides learners with the
opportunity to undertake an indepth and broad study of four
fundamental religious themes:
religious figures and sacred texts
(part 2), significant historical
developments in religious thought,
significant social developments in
religious thought and religious
practices that shape religious identity
(part 2).

How will studying AS/A level Religious Studies
help me in my career?
You will the transferrable skills developed by
studying Religious Studies are actively sought
out by employers. Such as the ability to:

Unit 4: Religion and Ethics
(Written examination: 1 hour 30
mins 20% of qualification)
This unit provides learners with the
opportunity to undertake an indepth and broad study of four
fundamental ethical themes: ethical
thought (part 2), deontological
ethics, determinism and freewill.

• Think logically.
• Communicate clearly and effectively.
• Construct well informed and reasoned
arguments substantiated by relevant
evidence.
• Engage in debate in a way that recognises
the right of others to hold a different view.
• Understand the importance for religious
believers of religion both in history, and in
contemporary society.

Unit 5: Philosophy of Religion
(Written examination: 1 hour 30
mins 20% of qualification)
This unit provides learners with the
opportunity to undertake an indepth and broad study of four
fundamental philosophical themes:
challenges to religious belief (part 2),
religious experience (part 2),
religious language (parts 1 & 2).
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SUBJECT LEADERS
Art & Design

Mrs D Houghton

deirdre.houghton@christcollegebrecon.com

Biology

Dr M Cummins

mark.cummins@christcollegebrecon.com

Business

Mr R J Thompson

robin.thompson@christcollegebrecon.com

Chemistry

Mr G D Phillips

deri.phillips@christcollegebrecon.com

BTEC IT

Mrs A Golding

amanda.golding@christcollegebrecon.com

BTEC Performing Arts

Mrs L Richards

Lucy.richards@christcollegebrecon.com

Economics

Mr R J Thompson

robin.thompson@christcollegebrecon.com

English Literature

Mrs J M Hope

Janet.hope@christcollegebrecon.com

Geography

Mr B J Goodrich

Barney.goodrich@christcollegebrecon.com

History

Mr R Francis

Robin.francis@christcollegebrecon.com

Mathematics

Mr J M Cerda

Joan-Manuel.cerda@christcollegebrecon.com

MFL – IELTS

Mrs V Devesa

Vanessa.devesa@christcollegebrecon.com

MFL – French

Mrs E Mclean

Liz.mclean@christcollegebrecon.com

MFL – Spanish

Mr R Devesa

Richard.devesa@christcollegebrecon.com

Music

Mr J Ling

Jonathan.ling@christcollegebrecon.com

Photography

Mr P J Griffiths

Peter.griffiths@christcollegebrecon.com

Religious Studies

Mr S Bevis

scott.bevis@christcollegebrecon.com

BTEC Sport

Mr J Patterson

John.patterson@christcollegebrecon.com

Physics

Mrs L Anderson

Lauren.anderson@christcollegebrecon.com

Psychology

Mrs R C Goodrich Rhiannon.goodrich@christcollgebrecon.com
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Notes:
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