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INTRODUCTION FROM THE HEAD 
 
The Sixth Form is an enormously exciting stage of the educational 
journey and involves a very large measure of freedom and choice. 
New opportunities open up socially, individuals specialise and 
excel in specific areas of sport, cultural activities and outdoor 
pursuits and there is the chance to lead younger pupils and share 
their passions and interests. There are also exciting opportunities 
to travel and to broaden horizons, both virtual and real. 
 
All of this is designed to prepare pupils for life after school, ensuring 
that they are well qualified, but also equipped with the character and 
personal skills such as resilience, open-mindedness and flexibility, to 
enable them not just to survive but to thrive in a rapidly-changing 
world. 
 
At the core of a Sixth Former’s programme will be their A Level choices, 
and this booklet is designed to support them in making these choices 
wisely and well. We devote a good deal of time and resource to 
assisting pupils with these decisions, as a wrong move at this stage can 
close doors later, whereas a well-chosen programme playing to an 
individual’s strengths, interests and future ambitions can provide a 
springboard to future success. 
 
The last three years has been a period of change in terms of the design 
and specification of A Levels and as a school we have developed 
expertise in what is required of the new linear A levels so we so are in a 
position to steer pupils through the process of option choices safely. 
 
Christ College is following the A level specifications on offer in England, 
so that our Sixth Formers’ qualifications will be comparable with the 
large majority of those applying to universities and jobs in their age 
group. 
 
Please do contact the Deputy Head (Academic), Mr Bush or any head 
of faculty if you have additional questions. 
 
Mr G D Pearson B.Eng 
Head of Christ College Brecon
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LOWER SIXTH 
SUBJECT CHOICES 
2020-22 
 
The opportunity to 
take control of their 
sixth form programme 
is an exciting 
opportunity for all 
pupils. At Christ College 
we offer a wide variety of courses that 
can be studied in many different 
combinations in a traditional yet also 
modern sixth form setting. 
 
A levels have undergone a complete 
overhaul in recent years as the examination 
boards in England have moved from a 
unitised model to a linear structure where 
all examinations are sat at the end of the 
upper sixth year. The intention is to provide 
greater challenge and rigour to A levels with 
increased emphasis on extended writing and 
to offer an assessment structure that will 
prepare pupils for university examinations. 
Independent schools in Wales have the 
option of following courses offered by all 
four examination boards whereas 
maintained schools in Wales have to offer 
WJEC courses only. In 2018, we started to 
offer fully linear A Levels with no AS level at 
the end of Lower Sixth. 
 
The main reason for this choice is that it will 
give approximately six weeks more teaching 

time over the two years. AS entry across the 
country has also dropped significantly and 
many universities are no longer considering 
the AS level in making their offers. We have 
also broadened our offer by introducing our 
Curriculum for Life programme alongside 
our successful Extended Project qualification. 
 
Despite these structural changes, A level 
remains what it always has been: an 
opportunity for pupils to pursue their 
interests and enthusiasms and to develop 
the intellectual confidence and academic 
skills to progress to the next stage of their 
education. 
 
However, because of the absence of AS, 
pupils need to be very sure that they are 
choosing the right courses. In making their 
choices pupils should always bear in mind 
the following. 
 
Enjoyment 
An A level course involves nearly five hours a 
week of direct teaching and the expectation 
of a similar amount of time in private study 
so enjoyment is an important factor. 
 
Attainment 
A levels are a step up from GCSE and pupils 
should be cautious about choosing a 
subject they haven’t done well at previously. 
There are also new subjects on offer in the 
sixth form and performance in subjects 
requiring similar skills at GCSE should help 
pupils decide whether these are viable 
choices.  

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR PUPILS STARTING A LEVELS IN 2020? 
 
•   Pupils will choose three A level subjects and in most cases  
     study these through to full A level 

•   More able pupils may start with 4 A levels 

•   If a pupil is uncertain then they should start with 4 subjects  
     and look to drop one  

•   The grading of A level remains the same including the A* grade 

Mr J.D. Bush -  
Deputy Head (Academic)
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Pupils should ideally have at least a level 
6(grade B) in GCSE in the subjects they take 
at A level. In Mathematics and Sciences we 
strongly recommend that pupils have level 
8(A*) or 9(A**) in order to start these 
courses. However, these are only broad 
guidelines and we are always sensitive to 
individual circumstances. The standard 
qualification for entry to the sixth form is 
level 5 (grade C) or better in six or more 
GCSE subjects. 
 
Careers 
Certain career paths require specific subjects 
to be studied at A level whereas other 
routes do not. Engineers should study at 
least Maths and Physics; aspiring medics 
must take Chemistry and Art is a preferred 
subject for Architecture for example. Please 
do ask if you need advice on the career 
implications of your choices.  
The Extended Project can be studied with 
any combination of subjects. The provisional 
blocks for 2020 are given below. Pupils 
choose three subjects but not more than 
one subject can be chosen in each block.  
Please note that all subjects are offered 
dependent on viable demand. Three lessons 
of EAL are offered to pupils who require the 
IELTS examination. These are not charged in 
the first year of a pupil’s time in Christ 
College. 
 

BTEC Options 
In 2019 we also introduced the National 
extended certificate level 3 BTEC award in 
Performing Arts, Sport and Information 
Technology. These very popular 
qualifications are the same size as an A level 
and carry the equivalent UCAS points as A 
levels. Modular in structure the BTEC 
involves lots of choice and practical 
assessment and do not require students to 
have studied the subject at GCSE. 
 
Curriculum for Life - our 2nd Curriculum 
Curriculum for Life gives our pupils the 
opportunity to get ready for the next step in 
their journey through life.  
 
Weekly seminars educate our pupils in 
Financial Literacy, Politics, Philosophy and 
Wellbeing. They are given the wherewithal 
to navigate the UCAS system, to choose the 
right course at University, to cook and look 
after themselves and to contribute 
successfully to society as an adult. 
 
Curriculum for Life Core 4+ gives our pupils 
a chance to look outside the classroom: to 
get outdoors, to read maps, to work for 
their DofE, to help in the community, to 
focus on art study and music practice.  
Pupils are engaged, motivated and involved 
in a lecture programme where they interact 
with men and women who have important 
advice to impart. They learn how to lead, 
how to guide, how to challenge themselves, 
how to challenge others. 

A B C D E

Mathematics Art Physics Spanish Music

Chemistry Biology Economics Mathematics Psychology

History English Literature Photography Geography

English Literature Further Maths French Business History

 Psychology  Sport BTEC IT BTEC
 Performing Arts 

BTEC

Draft option blocks for 2020 - 2022

INDICATE UP TO 3/4 CHOICES: EPQ Can be studied with any combination. 
Please contact Mr Bush directly if you have a question about options. These blocks may be subject to change.
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SUBJECT LEADERS 
Deputy Head (Academic):                             Mr David Bush 
Senior Academic Tutor  
and Oxbridge Advisor:                                  Mrs Janet Hope 
 
Art                                                                Mrs Deirdre Houghton 
Biology                                                         Miss Georgia Gratton 
Business                                                        Mr Robin Thompson 
Careers                                                         Mr Paul Chandler 
Chemistry                                                      Mr Dyfed Thomas 
BTEC IT                                                               Mrs Amanda Golding 
BTEC Performing Arts                                         Ms Lucy Richards 
Economics                                                          Mr Robin Thompson 
English                                                               Mrs Janet Hope 
Extended Project                                                Mr Robin Francis 
Geography                                                         Mr Barney Goodrich 
History                                                               Mr Robin Francis 
Maths                                                                 Mr Joan-Manuel Cerda 
Modern Languages                                            Mrs Liz McLean 
Music                                                                  Mr Jonathan Ling 
Photography                                                      Mr Paul Edgley 
BTEC Sport                                                         Mr John Patterson 
Physics                                                               Mr Tony Reeves 
Psychology                                                         Mrs Rhiannon Goodrich 
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